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Communiqué

Students studying at Australian universities, from Australia, Bangladesh, Britain, Canada, China, Denmark, Hong Kong, Lebanon, Indonesia, India, Republic of Korea, Pakistan, Palestine, Nepal, Nicaragua, Taiwan (Republic of China), USA participated in the Model Global Parliament that was convened in the NSW Parliament House on Friday 25 October 2013.
Prior to the formal opening of the session, Mr Bruce Notley-Smith, MP, welcomed the students to Parliament House, A/Prof Chris Hamer, President of the World Citizens Association, expressed his appreciation and gratitude to everyone who had made the event possible.  Inspirational statements were given by Prof Geoffrey Hawker, Macquarie University, Dr Devorah Wainer, Sydney University, and Prof. John Keane, Sydney University. Geoffrey Hawker discussed the increasing importance of global civil society, Devorah Wainer emphasized the importance of compassion and fellow-feeling for the ‘other’, and John Keane commented briefly on the history of democracy.

A group photo was taken on the steps of Parliament House.  Then the students engaged in an interactive discussion about the value and purpose of a global parliament.

The formal session opened with a roll call and adoption of the draft agenda.  The first agenda item focused on the theme of Peace.  Mr Steve Killelea, AM, Founder and Chairman of the Institute for Economics and Peace, gave an introductory comment about his invention of the Global Peace Index.

and stayed for the debate, offering further comments after the successful adoption of all the motions.

After a lunch break, the Model Global Parliament resumed in The Legislative Assembly, where two further agenda items were considered - on Security and on International Law.

The following motions were adopted.

Agenda item 1: Peace
South Asia 
Noting the incidence of violence against women globally, which continues to undermine efforts to promote peace around the world;

The Model Global Parliament calls upon the Institute for Economics and Peace to extend its measures within the Global Peace Index to include prevention of violence against women as a key item in measuring peace in every country.

North Asia
Noting the serious threat to peace, global cooperation and human security posed by weapons of mass destruction; and noting that there are different pathways to peace,

The Model Global Parliament resolves to establish a global agency to research the different cultural and social understandings of peace in the effort toward the banning of weapons of mass destruction and to monitor further development of future weapons of mass destruction with a view to the creation of an enduring peace.

Southeast Asia and Oceania
Democratic peace theory suggests that democracies are hesitant to engage in armed conflict with other democracies (Hayes, 2012). Furthermore, democracy is associated with civil peace (Gleditsch, Hegre, & Strand, 2009).
The Model Global Parliament resolves to facilitate and encourage democratic development in aspiring countries, while respecting and assuring the prevalence of national sovereignty.

Volunteers Worldwide
Noting the increasing academic interest in concepts related to human security, and the groups of people who are now suffering from the impacts of security issues such as wars and environmental degradation;
Calls upon the Model Global Parliament to establish two separate intergovernmental organizations to facilitate more effective support for groups suffering from the consequences of wars and significant environmental destruction.

Agenda item 2: Security

Africa
Noting the continued economic impact that piracy, primarily off the coast of Somalia, has on international shipping and the general peace and security of the Gulf of Aden,

Calls upon the Model Global Parliament to establish a committee to investigate the practical and economic factors that contribute to the participation in piracy of those in local coastal communities and to determine strategies as a response.

Latin America
Noting the current context of war on terror and increasing insecurity, and that the greatest threat for the peace and security of the world is economic instability and inequality. 

Calls upon the Model Global Parliament to facilitate more effective action for the developing nations of the world to have greater say in their economic affairs, through greater community consultation that is transparent, and less intervention and imposition of negative conditions from external entities to access capital markets.

Agenda item 3: International law

Europe
Emphasizing the increased interdependency between sovereign states of the world,
Noting that with the increased interdependency there is an imminent need to establish a global court to adjudicate upon transnational issues,
Resolves that the Global Court shall have jurisdiction within areas of competence of the Global Parliament. The Court's jurisdiction shall be based on the principle of complementarity where it is the states' primary responsibility to settle disputes within their jurisdiction. Only when the states fail to do so, it will be for the Global Court to decide upon the matter. The court shall additionally have jurisdiction to decide if the Global Parliament is acting within its given mandate.

Intergovernmental Organizations
Noting that decisions by Intergovernmental Organizations are dominated by the national interests of the larger states, which violates the international spirit of IGOS and fails to bring fair and just agreements for the majority,
The Model Global Parliament resolves that Intergovernmental Organizations provide fair representation for all their members, and also should not harm the interests of non-member states, thus acting in a truly global spirit.

World Parliament of Religions
Noting that discrimination against particular groups often occurs merely based on their faith or religion.
Considering that religion is a part of a person's identity and when this identity is not recognized by others, conflicts often happen.

The Model Global Parliament calls upon all concerned global citizens to honour freedom of choice of faith and religion according to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and encourages them to uphold the values of respect and tolerance.


